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‘The world is noT a solid conTinenT of facTs sprinkled by a 
few lakes of uncerTainTies, buT a vasT ocean of uncerTainTies 
speckled by a few islands of calibraTed and sTabilised forms’
Bruno Latour 7
What maritime histories can be told here?  Whose stories and 
pasts are privileged in the telling of these maritime histories?
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MAKE YOUR WAY BY WATER, IN A VESSEL  
OF YOUR CHOICE, AROUND THE PERIMETER  
OF BLACKWATTLE BAY. 
How do the tides, the wind and the weather 
affect your chosen route? What navigational 
skills and knowledge do you possess, and what 
might you need to venture beyond Glebe Island? 
Who might be able to teach you these skills? 
Identify a neglected navigational technique  
and attempt to circumnavigate the bay using it.
VISIT THE SYDNEY HERITAGE FLEET. 
What barriers did you encounter when you 
attempted to access this site? Identify the fleet 
by name. How many are, and are not, seaworthy? 
What does it take to be worthy of the sea? Ask a 
volunteer why maritime heritage is important. 
Compare the heritage fleet with privately 
moored boats.
THIS HAS BEEN A SITE FOR SHIP-MAKING AND SHIP-
BREAKING. WHAT MATERIAL EVIDENCE  
IS THERE TO TESTIFY TO THESE ACTIVITIES? 
Speculate on what the condition of this heritage 
tells us about how the past is valued. Whose 
futures are being privileged? 
Activity
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